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Camlog has developed into a respected company under the 

leadership of Basel-Land entrepreneur Jürg Eichenberger. 

After Straumann, it is the number 2 of the dental implant man-

ufacturers in the region. Camlog operates out of Basel and 

produces in Wimsheim, near Pforzheim, the capital of Ger-

many’s watch industry. In just seven years, the company has 

increased its sales from 25 to 175 million francs last year.

SIC invent AG was founded in Basel in 2003 and operates 

worldwide with four subsidiaries of its own and 15 distributors. 

The production of implants is done with specialized compa-

nies in the region. According to CEO Georg Schilli, the com-

pany services the strongly growing “value segment” that lies 

between the market leaders and so-called discounters from 

the Far East.

investments in research and development industrywide and 

its collaboration with researchers and experts enable Cochle-

ar to enjoy a leading position in the science of hearing. 

Resmed AG is also Australian in origin and belongs to the par-

ent company of the same name in Sydney. It sells equipment 

to assist in breathing and installs, advises and provides sup-

port to sleep laboratories. 

Growth sector in Canton Jura
Medical technology is also in the midst of a strong growth 

phase in the neighboring canton of Jura. As in Northwest Swit-

zerland, their know-how stems from the watch industry. The 

industry profits from the experience of microtechnology in the 

Jura as well as its proximity to life sciences companies in 

Basel. Thierry Bregnard, Head of the Office for Economic 

Affairs for the canton of Jura, puts the number of medtech 

companies in the canton of Jura at more than 30, most of 

which operate as ancillary suppliers. The companies cover 

areas such as orthopedics, dental implants, packaging of 

medicines, medical electronics or nanomaterials and ceram-

ic materials. Bregnard estimates the number of employees in 

the companies operating in the medtech sector at around 

500 – a figure that is growing rapidly. 

With the canton’s forward-looking strategy, the medtech indus-

try should become a cornerstone of the Jura economy, like 

the watch industry and microtechnology. The technology park 

“Zone Innodel” and the medtech.lab building in Delémont, just 

30 minutes from Basel, offer companies premises at reason-

able conditions. The private company Creapole SA, with sup-

port from the canton, provides assistance for start-ups; with 

the “medtech process” it aims to establish a cluster of medical 

engineering companies. The Centre Jurassien d’Enseignement 

et de Formation (CEJEF) in Porrentruy offers training in the area 

of medtech.

The main medtech companies in the canton of Jura include 

Bien Air Dental SA in Saignelégier with 60 employees (den-

tistry), Bien Air Surgery SA in Le Noirmont with 40 employees 

(microsurgery) and Alphacos SA in Courroux likewise with 40 

employees (machines for the pharmaceuticals, cosmetics and 

chemicals industries).

The canton of Jura and BaselArea aim to cooperate in the 

medtech area more closely in the future.

“Medical technology is also in the 
midst of a strong growth phase in 
the neighboring canton of Jura. As in 
Northwest Switzerland, their know-how 
stems from the watch industry.”

SenTec AG in Therwil supplies equipment to hospitals for 

monitoring the vital functions of patients. The company, which 

was founded in 1999 by Andres Tschupp, has established an 

excellent reputation in its specialist field of ventilation and oxy-

genation. 

The start-up company Naviswiss was founded in 2007 as a 

spin-off from IFE Industrielle Forschung und Entwicklung 

GmbH, Laufen. Naviswiss, which BaselArea assisted when 

they were setting up in business, is engaged in the develop-

ment and commercialization of innovative optical intraopera-

tive measurement and navigation systems for surgery. 

Australians discover Basel
The Australian company Cochlear has successfully focused 

on solutions for hearing impairment. Since 1987, it has oper-

ated from Basel servicing the markets of Europe, Africa and 

the Middle East. Cochlear develops, produces and markets 

implantable hearing technology worldwide with a workforce of 

2,200 people, 360 of them in the Europe region. The biggest 

Operator sets a lathe for manufacturing components of the dental implant 
system at Straumann. 

Medartis specializes in high-precision implants for 
surgical fixation of bone fractures and osteotomies.
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Elementary research and development
These medtech companies work with professors, universities 

and university hospitals at various levels. Synthes has been 

collaborating with surgeons for decades. In the development 

of their products, Straumann and Medartis have also long 

benefited from the know-how of the AO Foundation, which is 

devoted to the surgical management of trauma. Thommen 

Medical has an advisory board with hospitals and it carries 

out studies with university clinics. A group of doctors and den-

tal technicians who make up the Schilli Implantology Circle is 

developing the product range with SIC invent AG. This net-

work also includes the university clinics in Bern and Freiburg 

im Breisgau (Germany).

… but also risks
The big companies, however, have to adjust to growing com-

petition from low-cost suppliers. Where hospitals demand 

medtech products, the manufacturers have to expect further 

pressure on prices, because the clinics are under increasing 

pressure to lower costs. Further pressure on prices is to be 

expected from health and accident insurers. But Thomas 

Straumann also says that medtech products can substantial-

ly reduce surgery time and contribute to cost containment. 

And Jürg Eichenberger points out that the copycats may 

quickly disappear from the market again – as some already 

have done. This would render guarantee periods obsolete. 

New developments, intensive training of personnel and den-

tists would not be offered by the low-cost suppliers. 

Thanks to its roots in the watch industry and embedded as it 

is in the strong local life sciences industry, the medtech sec-

tor in the Basel and Jura region can look forward to a glorious 

future. There is hardly any branch of industry at the moment 

where more jobs are being created. Thanks to their quality 

and innovative strength, the companies do not have to be 

afraid of the low-cost imitators. So the entrepreneurs are 

exuding confidence and expecting a growth rate well above 

the average for the national economy in the years to come.  

Felix Erbacher

Up to 10 percent on research
The dental implant manufacturer Straumann, for example, is 

investing CHF 40 million in research, putting itself in a leading 

position in the industry. Companies spend between 5 and 10 

percent on research and development. This is paying off. For 

some medtech products, Swiss companies enjoy a global 

market share of 20 and in some cases more than 50 percent. 

The umbrella organization of Swiss commercial and industrial 

associations in the field of medical technology puts the glob-

al sales of around 500 companies at 23 billion and domestic 

sales at 1.6 billion francs. Almost 90 percent of products pro-

duced in Switzerland are exported. 

The statistical records of the European Patents Office in 

Munich show that medical technology leads the list of inven-

tions filed there. More than 10 percent of inventions come 

from the medtech field. Research and development in the 

medtech sector account for twice as much production value 

than they do with industrial goods. At Straumann there were 

39 preclinical and clinical studies ongoing at the end of the 

year. A further 11 were planned to be launched this year. 

About 130 preclinical and clinical reports appeared in 2010 

in peer-reviewed publications.

Attractive prospects …
The last recession was also felt by the medtech industry. 

Patients either postponed dental procedures or opted for 

lower-cost solutions. But the trauma segment (bone fractures) 

was less affected by the economic downturn.

The medium- and long-term prospects on the other hand are 

excellent. Market penetration in the industrialized countries, 

including Switzerland, leaves plenty of room for higher sales. 

Demand especially in the emerging markets of Latin America 

and Asia is increasing strongly in line with the population 

growth in these countries, improved state health care systems 

and increasing prosperity. In addition, the aging population is 

pushing up demand in many industrialized countries. 

In focus 

Production at Synthes.
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Welcome 

New to the Basel region
A selection of companies that have 
recently settled in the Basel region.

•	 Akceso Advisors 
Akceso Advisors AG started up in Basel as a catalyst to health 

care companies and payers to ensure best patient access to 

treatments at optimal pricing worldwide.

www.akceso.ch

•	 Atelier Martin Jascur
Martin Jascur is a fashion designer with a passion for detail 

and the eye of a master couturier.

www.myspace.com/martinjascur

•	 BioVersys
BioVersys is a privately held Swiss biopharmaceutical com-

pany located in Basel that focuses on research and develop-

ment of new drugs and compounds. www.bioversys.com

•	 Courvoisier Stadtentwicklung GmbH
The company launches, plans and realizes a wide variety of 

urban development projects. www.courvoisier-projekte.ch

•	 fish4future®

Together with the Swiss molecular biology laboratory of Bio-

lytix, fish4future® has developed a new process that allows 

marine animals from sustainable sources to be traced from 

the consumer right back to their origins. www.fish4future.org

•	 Globegarden
The bilingual day nursery for children opens its doors in Basel’s 

Markthalle in June. www.globegarden.org

•	 Gusto Etna
The company produces and sells Sicilian specialities.

www.gusto-etna.ch

•	 Hubei Chuyuan International
The European headquarters of China’s Chuyuan High Tech 

Group has been established in Liestal BL. The specialty chem-

icals company wants to use this base to access the Europe-

an market. www.chuyuanchem.com

•	 Indigo Fitness Club
The fitness club opened its doors in Basel last autumn. INDI-

GO stands for exceptional services in the field of fitness and 

relaxation. www.indigofitness.ch

•	 Maulwurf
Maulwurf designs bespoke fashion for young people with dis-

abilities – made in Switzerland.

www.maulwurf-zieht-an.ch

•	 Mytown4you
Mytown4you offers services and cultural programs for global 

citizens in the Basel region.

www.mytown4you.com

•	 Numeric 
Numeric offers stress analysis and mechanical engineering 

design services for the aircraft industry.

www.numeric-gmbh.ch

•	 On the way events
The company offers individually conceived events and com-

pany incentives. www.ontheway-events.ch

•	 Posiol 
The data analysis company is specialized in data mining and 

statistical programming with R, a programming software.

www.posiol.ch

•	 Startup Academy
The Startup Academy in Basel supports university students 

and graduates, career changers and returners, as well as 

people not in gainful employment, who have a sense of initia-

tive and want to become entrepreneurs.

www.startup-academy.ch 

•	 Technologiepark Basel
The technology park offers laboratory and office space at 

interesting conditions as well as the use of shared infrastruc-

ture and services for technology start-ups.

www.technologiepark-basel.ch

•	 thinkaloud
thinkaloud supports its clients in the gathering, analysis and 

interpretation of market and customer data that are crucial to 

decision-making. www.thinkaloud.ch

BioVersys team, from left: Dr. Marc Gitzinger (CEO), Dr. Michel Pieren, 
Giuseppina Fascellara, Ester Stöcklin, Dr. Marcel Tigges (CSO).
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Can you tell us something about Alphacos in Cour-
roux, Canton of Jura?
Alphacos belongs to the Bausch Advanced Technology Group 

(BATG), combining over 25 years’ wide-ranging experience of 

engineering and manufacturing machinery exclusively for the 

pharmaceutical, cosmetic and chemical industries. Founded 

in 2007, the Group benefits from a firmly established corpo-

rate infrastructure built on the cornerstones of five major pack-

aging machinery suppliers. All companies are in the private 

ownership of the Bausch family. Research and development 

play a key part in BATG’s business strategy. Its European bas-

es in Switzerland (Alphacos SA and A-Pack Technologies SA) 

and Germany (Base Europe), have full product responsibility 

and state-of-the-art testing and development equipment, as 

do its three other manufacturing sites.

What is your competitive advantage?
BATG designs primary packaging solutions for pharmaceuti-

cal and biotech products. Its worldwide organization means 

that it is always very close to its customers (USA, Brazil, Ger-

many, Switzerland, Argentina, Russia and India).

Our high level of project management expertise is a perfect fit 

for sophisticated and/or specific requirements.

How important is it for your company to be close to 
the Basel life science cluster?
Very important. Alphacos and A-Pack Technologies SA are in 

an ideal location in the heart of Jura, the cradle of Switzer-

land’s celebrated mechanical engineering industry and right 

next to the canton of Basel, famous worldwide for its life sci-

ence and pharmaceutical industries. Both companies work in 

a network with a large number of Swiss life science suppliers. 

This approach gives Alphacos and A-Pack Technologies SA 

access to synergies that are unique worldwide. 

How do you find suitably skilled employees?
Our employees receive constant training. Some are trained in 

different countries depending on their experience and skills. 

For example, Alphacos SA and A-Pack Technologies SA train 

people from Germany, the USA, Brazil, Russia, Ukraine and 

India.

What makes the Basel region attractive to internation-
al employees?  
BATG employs people from Switzerland, Germany, the USA, 

Brazil, Russia, Ukraine, India and Argentina. Basel is an open-

minded city that is used to people of different nationalities. 

This makes it a welcoming and hospitable city for people from 

abroad. 

Personal details
Jean-Luc Muller has been CEO of Alphacos since 2005 

and CEO of A-Pack Technologies in Courroux, Canton 

Jura, since 2008. Both companies belong to Bausch 

Advanced Technology Group. The Frenchman can look 

back on a 20-year career in the industry, during which he 

held various positions with Christ Aqua Ecolife, Von Roll, 

Stöcklin and Alstom in the areas of Product Management, 

Export, Quality Assurance and Design Engineering. He 

lives in Hegenheim, France, with his wife and two children. 

“Basel is an open-minded city 
that is used to people of different 
nationalities. This makes it a 
welcoming and hospitable city 
for people from abroad.”

Interview

Jean-Luc Muller
CEO of Alphacos SA
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Swiss Indoors in Basel from 29 October 
to 6 November 2011

This year, too, the Swiss Indoors 

Basel promising a glittering lineup. 

Led by Serbian high-flyer Novak 

Djokovic and the world’s all-time 

best player Roger Federer, 32 

world-class players will be battling 

for record prize money of 1.835 million euros as well as some 

important points for the ATP world rankings and qualification for 

the ATP World Tour Finals in London. This leading sports event in 

Switzerland will be watched by over 70,000 spectators in the sta-

dium and millions on TV screens.

Information and tickets: www.swissindoorsbasel.ch

Introducing the Basel Tourismus & 
Convention Bureau 
Basel Tourism & Convention bureau will help you in all fields if you 

are planning a congress or a meeting in the Basel area. You will 

be provided with competent, neutral advice, hotel bookings and 

help in finding event locations. The team can suggest ideas for 

your social programs and organize bus transfers, site inspections 

and visits. You may also order brochures to produce information 

packs for your participants. www.baselconvention.ch

BaselArea business 
The CEO of BaselArea, Franz A. Saladin, is to become Director 

of the Chamber of Commerce for Basel-Stadt and Basel-Land at 

the beginning of September 2011. The BaselArea team congrat-

ulates him on his appointment and wishes him every success in 

his new role.

Are you also interested 
in the Basel region?
If you are also interested in starting operations in the Basel region, 

we would be pleased to help. BaselArea can provide you with 

advice and active support to ensure that the start of your com-

pany is a success. As the contact point for the cantons Basel-

Stadt, Basel-Land and Jura, we offer our services free of charge. 

BaselArea  Economic Promotion

Aeschenvorstadt 36, 4010 Basel, Switzerland

Tel. +41 61 295 50 00

info@baselarea.ch  www.baselarea.ch

For further information or appointments:

info@baselarea.ch, www.baselarea.ch,

Tel. +41 61 295 50 00

Trade fairs
Switzerland
•	� September 20 – 24, 2011, BioValley Basel Life 

Sciences Week, Basel, www.lifesciencesweek.ch 

 

Venture Apéros, Basel
Fuel up with knowledge free of charge and make contacts 

at the entrepreneurs’ events of the IFJ Institute for Young 

Entrepreneurs. www.ifj.ch/basel

 

Germany
•	 October 6 – 9, 2011, Expopharm, Düsseldorf

•	 October 11 – 13, 2011, Biotechnica, Hannover

•	 October 11 – 13, 2011, TechnoPharm, Nürnberg

 

U.S.
•	 June 27 – 30, 2011,  Bio Annual International 

	 Convention 2011, Washington DC

 

Japan
•	� October 5 – 7, 2011, BioJapan 2011, Yokohama, 

at the Swiss Pavilion

Seminars
Germany
•	 June 29, 2011, Business Day Switzerland, Cologne

•	 July 1, 2011, Fireside talk, Hamburg

 

Russia
•	 June 23, 2011, Investor Seminar, Moscow

•	� September 8 – 10, 2011, “Presence of Basel in 

Moscow”, Moscow

Japan
•	 October 2011, Investor Seminar 2, Tokyo

•	 October 2011, Tell Award, Tokyo

•	 October 2011, Nomura Investor Relationship Event, 	

	 Tokyo

  

India
•	� September 19 – 23, 2011, Swiss Trade and Investment 

Promotion, Chennai / Hyderabad / Bangalore / Cochin /  

Mumbai

Events
Switzerland
Oct. 29 – Nov. 6, 2011, Swiss Indoors Basel, Basel


