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To realize the flagship project, Kleinkraftwerk Birseck AG (KKB), 

a subsidiary of EBM, and BLT Baselland Transport AG founded 

the company BLT Sonnenenergie AG. The annual output of 

the entire system will amount to around 1,220,000 kilowatt 

hours of solar power. This will be enough to supply 270 houses 

with 4,500 kilowatt hours per annum or to power four BLT 

Tango trams for a year. Thanks to the new cost-covering feed-

in tariff of the EBM, which completely covers solar power, it 

will be possible to operate the BLT Sonnenenergie AG sys-

tem economically for the entire depreciation period of 25 years.

www.blt.ch

Thanks to the stimulus for innovation provided by the support 

of the authorities and the establishment of the strict principles 

of law in the population, the last few years have seen the de-

velopment of unique, pioneering projects in the economic re-

Cleantech

Cleantech is taken to mean those technologies, manufactur-

ing processes and services that contribute to the protection 

and conservation of natural resources and systems. Clean-

tech includes the areas of the environment and energy. These 

include, for example, measurement technology, efficiency of 

resources, water and waste management, recycling, energy 

efficiency, renewable energy and electricity storage. Clean-

tech is not an industry in the conventional sense, but extends 

right across all sectors of industry. In its entirety, cleantech 

covers all stages in the value chain, from research and devel-

opment through production of capital goods to their use. 

The 2,000-watt society – 
Basel as pilot region

Since 2001, Basel-Stadt has been committed to the vision of 

a 2,000-watt society, with the aim of reducing the constant per 

capita use of energy from around 6,000 watts to 2,000 watts.

The pilot region of Basel arose in cooperation with Novatlan-

tis (www.novatlantis.ch) and canton Basel-Stadt (www.bs.ch), 

the University of Applied Sciences (www.fhnw.ch) and the Uni-

versity of Basel (www.unibas.ch). This pilot region operates a 

practical laboratory for sustainability research. This means that 

what is developed in theory should be tested in practice. And 

conversely, the researchers make use of the experience gained 

in practice. www.2000-watt.bs.ch

gion of Basel. Besides the steady further development of new 

technologies in the region, there is also an active exchange 

of projects with partners abroad. This provides access to new 

knowledge and thus helps to keep our local innovative strength 

at a high standard.

Interesting links on the subject
•	 www.ebm.ch

•	 www.energiezukunftschweiz.ch

•	 www.fhnw.ch

•	 www.inet-basel.ch

•	 www.iwb.ch

•	 www.novatlantis.ch

•	 www.sun21.ch

•	 www.swisscleantech.ch

•	 www.unibas.ch

Small-scale hydropower plant Neuewelt, Münchenstein
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Welcome 

New to the Basel region
A selection of companies that have 
recently settled in the Basel region.

•	 Comar Chemicals
With the support of BaselArea the South African company Co-

mar Chemicals, based just outside Cape Town, has located 

a European production site in the Infrapark Baselland. The 

company will create around 30 jobs. It will build an ultramod-

ern specialty-chemicals plant with a footprint of about 1,200 m2. 

Comar produces, amongst other things, rare earth catalysts 

for the manufacture of synthetic rubber. The special feature of 

this material is that the car tyres made using this rubber have 

minimal rolling resistance. This in turn reduces the CO2 ex-

haust emissions of cars fitted with these tyres.

“The services and infrastructure offered by the Infrapark 

Baselland were crucial in our decision to opt for the site in 

Muttenz,” say managers Udo-Eric Eichrodt and Dieter Roland. 

Production at Comar Chemie AG, Switzerland is already due 

to start at the beginning of 2012. www.comarchem.com

�Spotlight

Switzerland is once again the world’s most 
competitive country
Switzerland is the most competitive of all the world’s econ-

omies. As last year, the experts of the World Economic Fo-

rum (WEF) were full of praise for Switzerland and gave it 

the number-one ranking in the world. The USA by contrast 

has fallen back in the rankings.

Switzerland is characterized by outstanding innovativeness 

and has the best research institutions in the world, accord-

ing to the WEF economists in their report, published in mid- 

September. Companies here were also said to invest a lot 

of money in research.

In general, the collaboration between industry and science 

is strong. The authors of the report also highlighted the role 

of the authorities and institutions, which are among the most 

efficient and transparent in the world. They describe Swit-

zerland’s infrastructure as “excellent.”

www.weforum.ch

Production facility of Comar at Infrapark, Muttenz

•	 CSAV
The South American CSAV Group (Compañía Sud Americana 

de Vapores), which operates in the logistics sector, is open-

ing a branch in Basel. www.csav.com

•	 CSV Solutions
This company, which recently settled in canton Jura, operates 

in the telecommunications field.

www.bulltel.com/sevi/jambo

•	 enowa
enowa Swiss AG was founded in Basel in June. The company 

offers consulting, software development and project manage-

ment, especially in the fields of supply chain management, lo-

gistics, purchasing and IT. www.enowa.ch

•	 Eve Medical
The Canadian medtech company has opened a branch in 

Courroux in canton Jura. Eve Medical specializes in women’s 

health. www.eve-medical.com

•	 JM-Tech
This French company makes cutting tools for the medtech 

sector and has settled in Porrentruy (JU). www.diamac.fr

•	 Ostara Nutrient Recovery Technologies
Ostara is a Canadian company that has developed a unique 

technology for recovering phosphorus, a vital, supply-limited 

nutrient, from wastewater and converting it into a high-value, 

slow-release fertilizer. www.ostara.com

•	 Technology Park Basel
The Technology Park Basel in Stücki Business Park is the new 

address for technology start-ups. Since summer 2011, inno-

vative start-up companies from various technology sectors 

now have the opportunity to research and exchange ideas in 

an entrepreneurial setting. Thanks to the support of BaselArea, 

the biopharmaceutical company 4-antibody recently became 

the first tenant. www.technologiepark-basel.ch



7

The history of Basel industry has led to the develop-
ment of distinctive skills in the cleantech sector. In 
which cleantech areas do you see particular poten-
tial in the economic region of Basel?
Cleantech, as the name says, is all about clean technologies. 

But generally this term is understood today to embrace the 

idea of using innovative processes, products and services in 

businesses to increase efficiency, performance or productiv-

ity while at the same time reducing emissions. So cleantech 

encompasses a comprehensive industrial sector that extends 

across all companies in the sense of a cross-sector business. 

In principle, therefore, there is enormous potential for clean-

tech companies in all sectors within our economic region.

What are the objectives of the association?
In the Basel region, which continues to enjoy the nationwide 

reputation of a model region in terms of sustainable energy, 

every company is called on to align its value-added processes 

to the requirements of a sustainable cleantech economy. This 

may also concern a subaspect of the value chain. To this ex-

tent, it is our aim to show every country, in whatever sector it 

operates, the potential of the cleantech business and to de-

velop skills accordingly. A cleantech association can play a 

crucial role here.       

What does the association offer its members?
A regional association of this kind should – very much like 

swisscleantech – be committed to a sustainable industrial pol-

icy in the Basel region. This includes optimum economic, so-

cial and ecological conditions, because an association of this 

kind should take into account the mutual interdependence of 

industry, environment and society.

We are currently in the middle of drawing up the concept for 

this regional association. It is our aim to gain approval to es-

tablish the association from the executive board of the Busi-

ness Association of Basel City before the end of the year. Any-

one who is interested and has any queries or feedback of any 

kind is welcome to contact me (p.malama@gewerbe-basel.ch).

Personal details
Peter Malama was born and brought up in Basel. He com-

pleted his schooling here and studied Political Economics 

and Business Administration at the University of Basel. 

Peter Malama worked as managing director of an SME in 

an ancillary sector of the building industry, was Commercial 

Director of Hanro AG Liestal and Director of Finance and 

Services with Spengler AG. On 1 December 2001 he was 

appointed Director of the Business Association. At the gen-

eral election in October 2011, National Councilor Peter 

Malama was confirmed in office for a further term. Peter 

Malama is a member of the executive board with swiss-

cleantech.

“In the Basel region, which continues 
to enjoy the nationwide reputation of 
a model region in terms of sustainable 
energy, every company is called on to 
align its value-added processes to the 
requirements of a sustainable cleantech 
economy.”

Interview

Peter Malama
Director of the Basel Business Association

You are now planning to establish a cleantech asso-
ciation for the Basel region. What is your motivation 
behind this?
The change in direction decided at federal level in Bern with 

regard to energy policy, which is associated with countless 

supporting measures, has also aroused interest in a regional 

cleantech association in the Basel region. The chairman of the 

Basel Business Association Marcel Schweizer and I have held 

initial talks with potential members of such an association. We 

have also been in contact with swisscleantech and their chair-

man Nick Beglinger. Now we have to make a start on the im-

portant concept work and networking needed to establish this 

association. 

Production facility of Comar at Infrapark, Muttenz
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Trade fairs

USA
•	 �18 to 22 June 2012, BIO International Convention, 

Boston

China
•	� July 2012, Sino-Swiss Economic Forum, Beijing

Events

USA
•	� 23 April 2012, Ambassador’s CEO Lunch, Pittsburgh

Russia
•	� 24 April 2012, VIP, Moscow

France
•	� 7 June 2012, VIP, Lyon

Road shows

India
•	� 12 March 2012, Ahmedabad

•	� 13 March 2012, Bangalore

•	� 14 March 2012, Mumbai

•	� 15 March 2012, Mumbai

•	� 16 March 2012, Pune 

Russia
•	� 25 to 28 April 2012, Nizhniy Novgorod, Samara 

China 
•	� 26 April 2012, Tjianjing or Shandong 

USA 
•	� 4 to 9 June 2012, West Coast

Seminars

Germany
•	� 31 January, fireside talk, Wiesbaden

Japan
•	� 22 February 2012, Seminar, Tokyo

•	� 1 March 2012, Seminar, Tokyo 

•	� 23 May 2012, Seminar, Kobe

•	� 18 July 2012, Seminar, Tokyo

France
•	� 15 March 2012, Swiss Speed Business Meeting, Paris

Germany
•	� 28 March 2012, fireside talk, Chemnitz

•	� 25 April 2012, fireside talk, Heidelberg

China
•	� 25 April 2012, Seminar / Road show, 

Tjianjing or Shandong

Art and business – 
10 years of Art Basel Miami Beach

At the beginning of December, Art 

Basel Miami Beach opens its doors 

for the tenth time. With Art Basel it 

is one of the most important con-

temporary art fairs in the world. Art 

brings people together – this is 

shown in a wide variety of ways: for example, both art fairs attract 

numerous art lovers from all over the world to Basel and Miami 

Beach every year. Furthermore, Art Basel Miami Beach has 

enabled both venues to grow close together. So it is only logical 

that this year, on the occasion of Art Basel Miami Beach, the city 

partnership between Basel and Miami Beach is officially sealed.

Intensive and friendly relations between the two cities have also 

developed in the field of business. In the past few years, for 

example, BaselArea has repeatedly taken the opportunity to inform 

the business community of Miami about Basel as a business hub. 

In Basel, a life-sciences delegation was received from Florida, 

headed by the governor at the time Jeb Bush. And the following 

year, a Basel life-sciences delegation made the trip to Florida.

This year, together with the services and networking platform Ini-

tiative Kreativwirtschaft Basel and the Swiss Architecture Museum 

S AM, BaselArea is organizing an event on the theme “Museums 

and Architecture – how Basel architects set the benchmark.” 

Speakers at this meeting will be Christine Binswanger from Her-

zog & de Meuron, Andreas Bründler from BBArch and Emanuel 

Christ from Christ & Gantenbein.

Are you also interested 
in the Basel region?
If you are also interested in starting operations in the Basel region, 

we would be pleased to help. BaselArea can provide you with 

advice and active support to ensure that the start of your com-

pany is a success. As the contact point for the cantons Basel-

Stadt, Basel-Land and Jura, we offer our services free of charge. 

BaselArea  Economic Promotion

Aeschenvorstadt 36, 4010 Basel, Switzerland

Tel. +41 61 295 50 00

info@baselarea.ch  www.baselarea.ch


